Juvenile Offenders & Victims: A National Report

The juvenile justice system must react to the law-violating behaviors of youth in a manner that
not only protects the community and holds youth accountable but also enhances youths ability
to live productively and responsibly in the community. The system must also intervene in the
lives of abused and neglected children who lack safe and nurturing environments. To respond
to these complex issues, juvenile justice practitioners, policymakers, and the public must have
access to useful and accurate information about the system and the youth the system serves. At
times, the information needed is not available or, when it does exist, it is often too scattered or
inaccessible to be useful. This report bridges that gap by pulling together the most requested
information on juveniles and the juvenile justice system in the United States. The report draws
on numerous national data collections to address the specific information needs of those
involved with the juvenile justice system. The report presents important and, at times, complex
information using clear, nontechnical writing and easy-to-understand graphics and tables. It is
designed as a series of briefing papers on specific topics, short sections designed to be read
separately from other parts of the report.
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