
Imaginary Christs: The Challenge of Christological Pluralism

What should those attracted to the figure of Jesus Christ make of all the different Christs
available to them? Amidst today s pluralism, we encounter Christ as liberator, the cosmic
Christ, feminist Christs, Black Christs, Christ as the object of mystical longing, and various
New Age versions of Christ, to name but a few. Imaginary Christs discusses the challenges
arising from christological pluralism and suggests evaluative criteria for sorting through this
abundance of competing Christs without falling into either a narrow dogmatism, on the one
hand, or an uncritical relativism, on the other. With an eye to the pluralism that has always
been part of the Christian tradition, the book investigates the benefits of confronting the
Christs of White American churches with Black Christs. It poses important questions about the
future of pluralistic christological consciousness, exploring the possibilities of devoting
oneself to several genuinely different Christs and the possibilities of combining commitment
to the Christ with commitment to another venerable religious figure, such as the Buddha.
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