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This study explains the role of forests in the hydrological cycle, with a particular focus on
critical, red flag forest situations such as mountainous or steep terrain, river and coastal areas
and swamp ecosystems, as well as the special case of mountainous small islands. It addresses
the protection of municipal water supplies and emerging systems of payment for watershed
services. This state-of-knowledge publication will be on interest to a broad range of technical
experts, scientists and decision-makers. Also published in French and Spanish.
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